SUMMER READING REQUIREMENTS

LITERATURE/GRADE 6  

Welcome to all the incoming sixth graders.  It is hard to believe another school year has come to an end.  To stay sharp in literature, I am requiring two books with follow-up activities to be read over the summer.  
The first book is My Louisiana Sky. This is required reading. All students will read this book and complete the attached questions.

My Louisiana Sky by Kimberly Willis Colt

Tiger Ann’s parents are what some people call “slow,” and after the death of her grandmother, she would like nothing more than to leave her backward town of Slater and live with her Aunt Dorie Kay in the big City of Baton Rouge.  Before she is about to leave, her life takes several unexpected turns, which prompts Tiger Ann to make the most important decision of her life. (P.S., I have a movie that goes along with this story from Hallmark for you to enjoy in September; it will be interesting to compare and contrast the movie and book version)  Complete the attached form.
For the second book, students will choose one of the four books to read. Students will then create a movie poster for this book. Please check my website for movie poster directions and sample.

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Brian is on his way to visit his father, when his plane goes down in the Canadian woodlands. Brian is alone and needs to survive. 

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt

Doomed to - or blessed with - eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family wanders about trying to live as inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. However, someone discovers their secret. 
Holes by Louis Sachar
Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—and redemption. 

Charlotte's Web by E.B. White
This story of friendship, love, life, and death This beloved book takes the reader through the brave sacrifices made for friendship. 


SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Name ___________________ 
My Louisiana Sky
Matching: Match each character in the box with his or her description.

1. _________________________This person has difficulty reading words and numbers because they seem to dance around the page. However, this person is knowledgeable about nature.
2. _________________________ This person is a great source of comfort to the main character and offer her good advice.

3. _________________________ This person is the prettiest girl in Saitter. She is very popular and owns the only swimming pool in the town. 

4. _________________________ This person is sometimes embarrassed by her parents and torn between her enjoyment of sports and her wish to fit in with the other girls. 
5. _________________________ This person lives in Baton Rouge and seems very sophisticated and glamorous.

6. _________________________ This person suffers brain damage at the age of six and is considered “slow” by the people of the town but has a lot of love to give.

7.  _________________________ This person is the main character’s best friend. His father owns a nursery.

8. _________________________ This person helps the main character’s mother to get over her grief by fiving her chores to do.

9. _________________________ This person trusts the main character’s father when he warns about a storm and then follows his advice. 

Sequence: Number these events in the order in which they occur in the story.

_______ Tiger’s grandmother dies.

_______ Tiger visits Baton Rouge with Aunt Dorie Kay.

_______ Jesse Wade tries to kiss Tiger.

_______ Tiger tries to get Abbie Lynn’s attention at the church picnic.
_______ Momma embarrasses Tiger at the bookmobile.

_______ A hurricane strikes Saitter. 

Respond to the following two topics in paragraph form on a separate sheet of paper.

1. In the course of this novel, Tiger goes through big changes and learns valuable lessons. Discuss what she learns and how this helps her to grow up. 

2. Tiger’s family is different from our usual picture of what a family should be. Explain some ways that it is different. Then describe what Tiger might say is important about being a family. 
Tiger			Lonnie			Granny


Jesse Wade		Corrina		Magnolia


Dorie Kay		Abbie Lynn		Mrs. Thompson








